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Fred Mugisha (R) and his teammates with their trophy after 
winning the Moot Court Competition

Hello!

I hope this letter finds you and your 
family doing well. The students you’ve 
been supporting have been doing some 
pretty impressive things over the past 
year, and they’ve made me proud with 
their continuing hard work and 
accomplishments. Let me share a few of 
the highlights with you.

Fred Mugisha has been an excellent 
student at Kigali Independent University 
(ULK) where he has been studying for 
the past several years to become a 
lawyer. At the end of every term he sends me a link to a website at his university where I can view his 
transcript and the grades he’s received, and it always shows that he’s performing well. In August he was 
proud to share with us a photo of his degree. Even more impressive, he was part of a team that 
competed in and won a moot court competition focusing on International Humanitarian Law and 
sponsored by the International Committee of the Red Cross. A total of 112 students competed in this 
two-day competition and Fred and his team will now represent Rwanda the All Africa Moot Court 
Competition being held in Arusha, Tanzania. You can find a newspaper article about this success at 
http://www.newtimes.co.rw/section/article/2016-10-08/204272/. Meanwhile, Fred has been interning with 
one of the best law firms in Rwanda and is now embarking upon studies that will lead to the equivalent 
of our Bar Exam, which will allow him to practice law in Rwanda.

Alex Karangwa also graduated this year. Alex graduated in Business from ULK, after writing and 
defending a dissertation on the topic “Impact of Vision 2020 Umurenge Program on the Socio-
Economic Development of Rwanda”. I’m very proud of what Alex has accomplished because he 
overcame many obstacles through simple perseverance and hard work over the past three years in order 
to achieve this milestone. He has also found a job that, while not yet matching with the skill level he has 
achieved, still allows him to be self sufficient and earning on his own. We will continue to stay 
connected with him and do what we can to help him move into responsible jobs that are more in 
keeping with his capabilities.

Joshua Ishimwe and Natasha Mutangana have completed the Cambridge International System 
Examinations at the Advanced Level, and are in the process of looking for a college to attend. Joshua 
would like to study Engineering and has also taken the SAT Examination so that he can apply to schools 
outside of Rwanda and including the United States. Both of these students are very talented and are 
benefiting greatly from the first-class schools they have been able to attend at both the Primary and 
Secondary school levels.

Ivan Mutabazi accepted an invitation to enroll in an MBA program at Texas Southern University in 
Houston, where he is now in the midst of his first term as a graduate student. Ivan expects to return to 
Rwanda after completing this MBA program, and he has a very bright future in front of him with 
virtually no limit to the possibilities he can pursue.

http://www.newtimes.co.rw/section/article/2016-10-08/204272/


 “Where are they now?” Quite a number of our initially-sponsored students have now graduated from high school, 
vocational school, and/or college. As I’ve said so many times before, we try to stay in touch with them to monitor how 
they’re faring and to help them transition into stable, productive lives wherever we can. The table below will give you a 
brief overview of what they had accomplished when they left KCF and what they are doing now.

Name Scholastic Achievement/
Skills Acquired Current Employment Status

Joviah Bafuruka Catering Married
Vincent Bizimana Carpentry No Employment
Sam Byamukana Electrical Installation and Repair No Employment
Winnie Kamatenese Catering Works in shop in Uganda
Benon Karuhanga Auto mechanics Works in a shop
Peace Kayitesi Catering Employed as a cook
Gloria Kiiza Catering No Employment
Sylvie Munyana Catering Works in a shop
Samuel Murenzi Auto mechanics Security Guard
David Mutambaka Failed S6 twice (no grades for university) No Employment
Annet Mutesi Didn’t complete catering course Internship in Mombasa
Deborah Nagumya Catering Married
Eduard Ndemezo Auto mechanics Married/No Employment
Fred Nkotanyi Completed S6 last year No Employment
Geofrey Nyamwasa Completed S6 Joined Universite’ Libre de Kigali (ULK)
James Sebagabo Carpentry Runs small shop
Peace Sumwiza Catering Employed in a supermarket
Jane Uwera Catering Employed in hair saloon
Steven Uwimana Catering No Employment
Frank Waswa Dropped out of Secondary School No Employment
Christine Nakyanzi Completed University Employed in supermarket
James Ndaruhutse Completed Univesity No Employment; setting up private veterinary clinic
Emile Nsengiyumva Completed University No Employment

You can see that it’s still a work in progress and not all of our students have achieved what we would like. But for the most 
part they are ahead of where they would have been without your help, and we will continue to monitor, encourage, and 
assist them wherever we think it will help them achieve/sustain self determination – especially those who are not 
currently employed. Thank you again for changing so many lives in such significant ways!

 8th Annual Online Auction: It starts on Black Friday (November 25th) and will run for 10 days. This is a major 
fundraising event for KCF and is very important in helping us raise the funds we need to keep the kids in school next year. 
Please participate and bring some friends into the process as well. Accompanying this letter is a flyer that describes the 
auction. Let me know if you have something you’d like to donate to the auction because that will be a great help too. And 
please also make a direct donation to KCF if you’d like. No matter how you decide to participate, I want to thank you in 
advance – your support is permanently transforming the lives of real people in real ways and the students and their 
families really appreciate it!

An Easy Way to Contribute to KCF
If you ever shop on Amazon, consider using www.smile.Amazon.com and selecting “Kittelson Charitable 
Foundation” as the charity to which you’d like Amazon to contribute 0.5% of any purchases you make. 
There’s no difference between “Amazon.com” and “Smile.Amazon.com” based on your purchases. So 
whenever you shop on Amazon I hope you’ll start out at Smile.Amazon.com – it’s a no-cost way to provide 
additional support to our students. And if you can extend it to the point where your family and friends are 
doing the same thing, the results could be pretty impressive! Check it out at 
http://smile.amazon.com/about. 

Prefer to receive the next letter by email?

These periodic letters are sent to keep you informed about the progress and challenges our sponsored students are 
encountering so you can follow the effects of your contributions and their hard work. If you would prefer to receive future 
letters in electronic PDF format rather than through the mail, we’ll be happy to make the change – just let us know by going 
to http://www.kittelsongala.org/contact/ or by calling us at (503) 535-7484. 

http://www.smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/about
http://www.kittelsongala.org/contact/


th thNovember 25  through December 4
To visit the auction online, go to:

KCFAuction.com

• Many items to choose from!

• Fun, interactive, and online!

• Supports student education!

• Share the link and invite friends!

— Helping children — 
100% of the proceeds will go

 to support the education of students in Rwanda 
who can’t attend school otherwise.

— Helping children — 
100% of the proceeds will go

 to support the education of students in Rwanda 
who can’t attend school otherwise.

For more information and to donate an item to auction,
contact Wayne Kittelson at wkittelson@kittelson.com (503-535-7484)

Kittelson Charitable Foundation is a Registered 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization 
If you would like to learn more about our foundation please visit
http://www.KittelsonCharitableFoundation.org

th8  Annual Holiday Auction



The true 
meaning of life 
is to plant trees, 
under whose 
shade you do 
not expect to sit. 

—Nelson 

Henderson 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION 
The mission of the Kittelson Charitable Foundation is to create educational 
opportunities for individual people to achieve a sustainable improvement in 
their own quality of life so they can also positively affect the lives of others. 

HOW WE STARTED 
In 2007, a graduate student from Cornell University was hired by engineering 

firm Kittelson & Associates to work as a summer intern. Emmanuel Asaba 

Katabarwa, affectionately known as Emmie, was a Rwandan native with an 

inspiring story of how he arrived at Cornell as a Fulbright Scholar from very 

humble beginnings. Emmie’s amazing success against all odds had made him 

a role model and hero to the young people in the small village of Ngarama 

where he grew up. Most of the children in Ngarma can’t afford to attend 

school on their own: per capita income in Rwanda is about $200 per year and 

the cost of going to school is in excess of $700 per year. Emmie was thankful 

for the outside help that had allowed him to attend school and believed that 

access to a good education was the only major barrier to success for most 

young people in Ngarama. So he sent as much of his earnings as possible back 

to the village to help at least some of the children continue their education. 

After his internship, Emmie returned to Cornell and then to Rwanda, but not 

before stirring the hearts of many who wanted to help in his very worthwhile 

cause. The Kittelson Charitable Foundation was established in December 2007 

with the contributions of people not just from KAI but from all walks of life 

who wanted to join in KCF’s mission to help educate capable and motivated 

students, who will in turn be able to positively affect others. 

YOUR   kindness, gifts and talents. THEIR   hard work, commitment, and success. OUR   thanks. 


