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Hello! 

I hope you and your family are doing well and thank you so much for your past and ongoing support of 
the KCF students and their families. In this letter I’ll give you an update on how our students as a whole 
are doing, then an introduction to a new student we’ve begun sponsoring, then a preview of some 
upcoming student visits to the United States, and finally an introduction to the 6th Annual KCF Online 
Auction. 

Update on our sponsored students: We’re currently sponsoring 37 students ranging in age from 6 
to 30 and academically from Primary School through graduate school. Two of the students are here in 
the United States and the rest are studying and living in Rwanda. While each has his/her individual 
daily challenges – just like we all do! – they’re all doing very well as a whole. We also have a number of 
students who have graduated from Secondary School or college that we continue to stay in touch with to 
ensure they have good jobs and good next steps for their lives. I’ll tell you more about one of them 
(James Ndaruhutse) later in this letter. 

A new KCF-sponsored student: This fall we were introduced to Denyse 
Uweizeymimana  by a KCF friend in the Bay Area and we quickly came to 
agree that she is a girl we could and should support. Denyse is 18 and lives 
in the Northern Province of Rwanda, Burera District with her mother, 
father (a farmer) and four siblings, of which she is the second oldest. She 
graduated from Gashora Girls Science & Technology Academy in October 
2013. While at the school, she studied very hard, placed in the top third of 
her class and was in the 98th percentile in the National Exams. She was 
accepted to the University of Rwanda, School of Economics, Huye Campus, 
Butare and is majoring in Applied Statistics. We’re very proud of her for 

how far she’s come and what she continues to accomplish! 

Upcoming student visits: We’re working to have Janet Mahoro come to the 
United States for a visit in December and are setting up her visa interview with 
the US Embassy right now. As you may know we’ve been sponsoring Janet’s 
education since 2008. She just completed her Senior year at a very good High 
School in Kigali and is waiting on the results of the National Examination in 
order to determine what scholarships and university options will be available to 
her. She got very good marks, especially in math and told me last year she would 
like to become a civil engineer. She’s a terrific girl with a terrific personality and 
we’re excited to be able to give her this opportunity to broaden her horizons. 

James Ndaruhutse graduated from Umutara Polytechnic University last 
year in Veterinary Science. He had some initial difficulties finding a full-
time job opportunity in Rwanda, where the unemployment rate is very high. 
So he applied for and was granted two unpaid internships that gave him 9-
12 months of great experience; equally important, these internships also 
seemed to increase his self-confidence and his commitment to the 
profession. Emmie Asaba, who coordinates all of KCF’s in-country 



activities, believes that James has the talent and mindset to open his own veterinary clinic in a rural 
part of Rwanda where there is great need for such a service. Before doing so and in order to maximize 
his potential for success, we are working to bring James to the United States for approximately two 
months so he can spend time with US veterinarians, developing not just his medical and business skills 
but also establishing professional relationships that we know will benefit him when he returns to begin 
his clinic. A doctor at a large-animal veterinary clinic in Woodburn, Oregon has agreed to spend time 
with James while he is here and so our aim is to have him here between mid-January and mid-March. 

6th Annual Online Auction: KCF’s 6th Annual Online Auction begins soon! It starts on Black Friday 
(November 28th) and will run for 10 days. This is a major fundraising event for KCF and is very 
important in helping us raise sufficient funds to keep the kids in school next year. Please participate and 
bring some friends into the process as well. I’ve included a flyer that describes the auction. Let me know 
if you have something you’d like to donate to the auction because that will be a great help too. And 
please use the enclosed envelope to make a direct donation to KCF if you’d like. No matter how you 
decide to participate, I want to thank you in advance – your support is permanently transforming the 
lives of real people in real ways and the students and their families really appreciate it! 

Happy Thanksgiving! I would like to close by sending my best wishes to you and your family for a 
happy, memorable, and meaningful Thanksgiving Day. I can tell you that every day the KCF kids and 
their families are saying their own prayers of thanks for all you have done and for what you continue to 
do. The opportunities that are before them right now would not have been possible otherwise. Thank 
you so much!  

An Easy Way to Contribute to KCF 
If you ever shop on Amazon, consider using www.smile.Amazon.com and selecting “Kittelson Charitable 
Foundation” as the charity to which you’d like Amazon to contribute 0.5% of any purchases you make. 
There’s no difference between “Amazon.com” and “Smile.Amazon.com” based on your purchases. So 
whenever you shop on Amazon I hope you’ll start out at Smile.Amazon.com – it’s a no-cost way to provide 
additional support to our students. And if you can extend it to the point where your family and friends are 
doing the same thing, the results could be pretty impressive! Check it out at 
http://smile.amazon.com/about.  

Prefer to receive the next letter by email? 

These periodic letters are sent to keep you informed about the progress and challenges our sponsored students are encountering so you 
can follow the effects of your contributions and their hard work. If you would prefer to receive future letters in electronic PDF format rather 
than through the mail, we’ll be happy to make the change – just let us know by going to http://www.kittelsongala.org/contact/ or by calling 
us at (503) 535-7484.  
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