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Hello! 
I hope you and your family are doing well, and thank you so much for your past and ongoing support of 
the KCF students and their families. You probably know that this month marks the 20th anniversary of 
the beginning of the Rwanda genocide, when over 1 million people died in just 100 days. Over the next 
three months our KCF students and their families will spend time remembering relatives and friends 
who were lost in that horrific event. I know they will also be reaffirming their commitment to 
reconciliation, rebuilding, and moving forward as important ways of honoring those who died. Please 
keep them in your thoughts and prayers during this somber time. 

Here are some highlights of the last few months, demonstrating that significant transformations 
continue to occur with these great kids, thanks to both their hard work and also your help. 

Joshua Ishimwe made us all very proud with his 
performance in the National Examinations last fall. He 
learned the results early this year and found out he turned 
in the 10th best performance countrywide. What an 
outstanding achievement this is, and I don’t doubt that 
many more to come for him. Joshua’s success was big news 
in Rwanda and he even made it into the newspaper: follow 
this link to read the article -- 
http://www.newtimes.co.rw/news/index.php?i=15605&a=73794. 

Emile Nsengiyumva, Christine Nakyanzi and James 
Ndaruhutse all graduated from college this year – they are 
the first to graduate from Rwandan universities under our 
sponsorship. Emile graduated in IT (his dissertation dealt with a stock management system he 
developed), Christine in Economics (her graduation-mandated dissertation was titled “Empirical 
Analysis of Money Demand Stability in Rwanda”) and James as a veterinarian focusing on large 
animals. Now we are working on finding jobs for them because this is a hard thing to achieve in Rwanda 
where unemployment is high (it was last reported at about 30 percent in 2008). With some guidance 
from us, James has been successful in getting an unpaid internship that will help him build a strong 
resume for a subsequent paying job. We are also following up on some job opportunity leads for both 
Emile and Christine through a nonprofit that is working in-country right now to assist coffee growers in 
Rwanda (http://www.relationshipcoffeeinstitute.org). 

Emile Nsengiyumva 
(25 years old) 
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(23 years old) 

James Ndaruhutse 
(26 years old) 



James Bayingana is the next sponsored student we’re intending 
to bring to visit the United States. We had hoped to have him here 
by now but his first attempt to receive a visa from the US Embassy 
in Kigali was unsuccessful and so we are trying again. James just 
finished Senior 6 this year so he is the equivalent of a graduated 
high school senior. He wants to continue on with college after 
returning from his visit to the United States and we are confident 
that this will be a life-changing opportunity for him. If all goes well 
this time then James should be visiting the United States (and 

specifically the Portland 
area) sometime in May. 

Frank Bayingana (not related to James) and Emmy 
Nkotanyi are also registering to begin university studies at 
the start of the next academic year. You might remember that 
both Frank and Emmy are students who have previously 
visited the United States, so once again you can see that the 
transformative power of these experiences continues to play 
out. They have each become much more self-confident; they 
are both very outgoing; they have a larger vision of the world 
and their place in it; and their commitment to education has 
been significantly intensified. Emmy is now preparing to 
study accounting but has not yet selected a college. Frank 
wants to focus on entrepreneurship and business 
management, and will attend National University in Kigali. 
We are very proud of both of them! 

Ivan Mutabazi is 
finishing his Junior 
year at George Fox 
University where he is 
majoring in Global 
Business. It’s hard to 
believe he will be 
starting his Senior year 

next fall! During Spring Break he visited Texas thanks to an 
invitation from two KCF sponsors. He had a wonderful time 
traveling throughout the state and seeing many historical sites. 
This is just one more of many ways that people associated with 
KCF are having profound positive effects on our students and 
their lives that will follow. Thanks so much! 

                   Donate through Smile.Amazon! 

If you ever shop on Amazon, consider using www.smile.Amazon.com and selecting “Kittelson 
Charitable Foundation” as the charity to which you’d like Amazon to contribute 0.5% of any purchases 
you make. There’s no difference between “Amazon.com” and “Smile.Amazon.com” other than that 
Amazon will make contributions to the charity of your choice at “Smile.Amazon.com” based on your 
purchases. So whenever you shop on Amazon I hope you’ll start out at Smile.Amazon.com – it’s a no-
cost way to provide additional support to our students. And if you can extend it to the point where your 
family and friends are doing the same thing, the results could be pretty impressive! Check it out at 
http://smile.amazon.com/about.
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