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Hello! 

This has been a busy fall for Kittelson Charitable Foundation and the students we sponsor. I’d like to 
update you on some of the more significant events. I also want to encourage you to join us in our 5th 
Annual KCF online auction (see the enclosed flyer). 

Rwanda Tour 

In early September I traveled along with 
six other KCF supporters to Rwanda to 
visit the country and check in with the 
students, their families, and their teachers. 
We spent a little over two weeks in the 
country and during that time we traveled 
to most parts of the country. We saw 
wildlife at Akagera National Park, plant 
life at Nyungwe National Forest, and 
mountain gorillas in Volcanoes National 
Park. We toured genocide memorials, 
talked with Rwanda officials about the 
ongoing reconciliation process, and met 
the extended families of some of our 
students in their homes, where we were 
treated to wonderful dinners and hospitality. We also visited most of our sponsored students (many of 
them were still at school at the time) and talked with their teachers and Headmasters. We found that 
everyone was doing well in school and many were preparing for the national examinations that took 
place in late October. We brought five refurbished laptop computers with us (thank you, Kittelson & 
Associates!) and these were really helpful, especially to our students who are in university programs. I 
hope you’ll join me on a future trip: the country is safe, the people are inspiring, and there’s no better 
way for you to know the students or for them to know you. 

Cross-Connect Cultural Art Exchange 

In my last letter I mentioned that we had asked several school classrooms in the USA to prepare art 
“messages” describing what their life is like in the United States (e.g., what do you do when you get up 
in the morning? How do you travel to school? What is your day like at school? What do you do in your 
free time? What does the world you live in look like?). We asked the students to do this with art rather 
than words, and the single constraint we imposed on them was that each art message should include at 
least one handprint of one boy and one girl. These handprints would serve as a kind of greeting and also 
as a way of demonstrating, in very physical terms, that we’re all basically the same. We told the students 
we would deliver their art messages to students in Rwanda who are about their same age and then ask 
those students to do the same thing in return. Classrooms that participated ranged from First Grade 
through High School. 

The results, from both the American and Rwandan students, were spectacular. Each of the art piececs 
they produced is a tremendous example of communication and creativity, and the results have really 
benefitted the students in both countries in terms of awareness, understanding, and enhanced feelings 
of connection with one another. One of the art messages we received from an American classroom is 
shown in this letter, as is one of the art messages we received from a Rwanda classroom. But all of the 

Brian Abine (L) and Tony Katabarwa are two of the students 
we sponsor at Excella School in Kigali. They are buddies and 
are both performing very well in a school that was ranked 3rd 
best in the country this year. 



An art message to US students from a high school class at Kziguro Secondary School in Rwanda. 

messages created by the various students and classrooms from both countries are well worth your 
viewing time; you can see them all by going to our website at:  

http://www.KittelsonCharitableFoundation.org.  

 

5th Annual Online Auction 

KCF's 5th Annual Online Auction begins soon! It starts on Black Friday (November 29) and will run for 
10 days This is a major fundraising event for KCF and is very important in helping us raise sufficient 
funds to keep the kids in school next year. Please participate and bring some friends into the process as 
well. I’ve included a flyer that describes the Auction. Let me know if you have something you’d like to 
donate to the auction because that will be a great help too. And please go to our website at 
www.KittelsonCharitableFoundation.org to make a direct donation if you’d like. No matter how you 
decide to participate, I want to thank you in advance – your support is permanently transforming the 
lives of real people in real ways, and the students and their families really appreciate it! 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

I would like to close by sending my best wishes to you and your family for a happy, memorable, and 
meaningful Thanksgiving Day. You can be certain that, every day, the KCF kids and their families are 
saying their own prayers of thanks for all you have done and for what you continue to do. The 
opportunities that are before them right now would not have been possible otherwise. Thank you so 
much.  

  

An art message to Rwanda students from an English class at Tualatin High School in Tualatin, Oregon. 




