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Hello! 

I hope you and your family are doing well. In this letter I’m going to show you one of the Mpanda 
student photos I promised to share in the last letter, give you a summary of our first Gala Event with 
The Del McCoury Band, update you on a couple of students and our 2013 Rwanda Tour, and invite you 
and your friends to join us in our 4th Annual Online Auction to benefit the students and keep them in 
school. Whew! That’s a lot to cover in two written pages so I’ll just focus on highlights, but don’t hesitate 
to email or call me if you want to know more detail on any topic - I’ll be very happy to provide it. 

Mpanda Vocational Institute Student Interns 

In September I told you about our students at Mpanda who were 
nearing completion of their vocational training and in the midst of 
two-month internships. Emmie Asaba, who lives in Rwanda and 
coordinates our interactions with the students, families, and 
teachers, sent some photos he took while they were doing their 
internships. The photo on the right is just one of many Emmie sent. 
Go to our website at http://www.KittelsonCharitableFoundation.org 
(under Student Photos) to learn more about this step toward 
personal independence that our students took and to see more 
photos. Also, if you’ve been with us since 2010 then you probably 
remember Vincent Bizimana, who became the head of his 
household as the oldest of six children when his mother died. Some 
of the internship photos show Vincent making furniture as a 
woodworker, so I know you will be as excited as I am to see how 
your support and his hard work have brough him and his siblings to 
this point, and on the cusp of a sustainable future for them all. 

First Annual Gala Event – The Del McCoury Band 

KCF’s First Gala Event to support the continuing education of our 
kids was held on October 13th in York, Pennsylvania and featured the 
world-renowned Del McCoury Band. It wasn’t a sellout but there 
were plenty of people in attendance. Del and his band went all-out in 
this homecoming to the county where Del grew up. The concert was 
supposed to last only 75 minutes but Del extended it to more than 
two hours. He also brought two of his brothers onto the stage to play 
and sing along with him and the other band members - they were 
fantastic. He stayed at the post-concert reception as long as every 
guest was there, and he and his band have made their own personal 
donation to KCF. Thanks so much to all who attended, to Art 
Wachter who was critical in helping us organize the event, and of 
course to Del McCoury and his wonderful band. You can see photos 
of the event by visiting our website at 
http://www.KittelsonCharitableFoundation.org . 

Winnie Kamatenesi 
preparing a table. 

The Del McCoury Band 
performing at KCF’s First 
Gala Event 



Student Updates 

 There is much I could tell you about the students but space is short so I will just share part of note I got 
from one of the Administrators at George Fox University, where Ivan Mutabazi is currently a 
sophomore majoring in Global Business: 

“I've been keeping tabs on Ivan and have heard nothing but great things from our 
campus staff and his professors. Ivan I know was a huge help with our 
international student orientation this fall and I know he was a huge blessing to a 
student that arrived from Burundi and whose first language is French and had 
never been to the states before. It was fun to see Ivan walking around campus 
leading a group of students, remembering him being in the same situation just a 
short time ago. I know that his professors have great respect for him as well and 
he's academically doing extremely well even in such a rigorous program of study. 
It’s always a pleasure to see students succeeding academically and socially on 
campus who are here thanks to the help of many and taking full advantage of 
campus resources and activities to make the fullest of experiences.” 

This affirms for me, once again, that your support is creating real and positive outcomes, not just for 
Ivan but for those around him too. This is not to say college life is easy for Ivan: he’s working on some 
challenges in his Business Statistics class right now, for example. But what I and the Administrator 
appreciate so much about Ivan is his determination, his hard work, and his outward focus. Thank you 
again for helping Ivan and the other students realize their potential as well as their dreams. 

I should also mention that Ephrem Rukundo has returned from visiting his family in Rwanda and has 
now started his PhD program at UC Davis in Agricultural Science. I will try to get some photos and 
stories from him to include in the next letter update. 

2013 Tour to Rwanda 

I will be going to Rwanda September 1-10, 2013 to check in with the students, their teachers and their 
families. You are welcome to join me, and if you come along we’ll also do some sightseeing to better 
understand the country, its people, and its history. I’d love to have you come along and I know the kids 
would love to meet you too, so please consider it. In order to do the necessary advance planning you’ll 
need to let me know if you’re coming on or before January 31st. The cost will be in the range of about 
$4,500 per person. I hope you can make it – I guarantee it will be an inspiring and unforgettable 
lifetime experience. 

4th Annual Online Auction 

Our 4th Annual Online Auction will begin on Black Friday (November 23) and continue through 
December 2nd. This is a major fundraising event for KCF and is very important in helping us raise 
sufficient funds to keep the kids in school next year. Please participate and bring some friends into the 
process as well. I’ve included a flyer that describes the Auction. Let me know if you have something 
you’d like to donate to the auction because that will be a great help too. You can also just go to the 
“Donate Now” page on our website (at http://www.kittelsongala.org/?page_id=49) if you’re not into 
online auctions and would rather contribute directly. No matter how you decide to participate, I want to 
thank you in advance – the students and their families really appreciate it! 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

No other country celebrates Thanksgiving at the same time and in the same way as we do here in the 
United States, but I can tell you our kids in Rwanda will be saying some Thanksgiving prayers of their 
own on November 22nd for the generosity and care that so many in America have shown to them. Thank 
you for what you have done and for what you continue to do. Along with our students and their families 
and Emmie Asaba, I send our best wishes that you and your family will celebrate a very happy, 
memorable, and meaningful Thanksgiving this year. 




	2012 KCF Auction Flyer.pdf
	Page 1




