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Hello! 

I hope this letter finds you and your family well. Our students and their families, likewise, all seem to be 
doing well too. For example, Emmie Asaba, who coordinates our KCF activities in Rwanda, tells me that 
several of the students from Mpanda Vocational Institute have now begun their (unpaid) two-month 
internships. He has promised to send me some photos of them in their internships, and so I’ll include a 
few in the next letter. This is an exciting next step for these students in their journey toward self 
sufficiency and independence because it’s their first chance to get out into the real world and practice 
the skills they’ve been learning over the past two years. Similarly, we’re also pretty excited in realizing 
they will be the first of our sponsored students to graduate into full-time jobs and productive lives. I’m 
looking forward to their continued progress, to staying connected with them even after they’ve 
graduated, and ultimately to having them join us in our efforts to help others when they finally have a 
chance to do so. To me, that will be an important indicator that your past and ongoing investments in 
these kids are having long-term, ever expanding impacts on both their world and ours. These are all 
good/great/exciting things to anticipate! 

A quick update on some of the other students: 

 Ephrem Rukundo is visiting his family in Rwanda right now, prior to returning to UC Davis 
to begin his PhD program. This is the first time he’s seen his family in over two years, so it’s a 
wonderful family reunion for him. He carried two refurbished laptop computers with him when 
he traveled to Rwanda (donated by Kittelson & Associates), and these will be given to two of our 
sponsored students who in Emmie’s judgment can best use them in school. I hope Ephrem is 
taking a lot of photos while he’s over there, so that when he returns I might be able to share 
with you some pictures of his village,  his family, and of course the beautiful country of Rwanda. 

 Ivan Mutabazi has just begun his sophomore year at George Fox University where he is 
majoring in global business. I spent time with him and one of his friends just last Saturday 
when they came along to see the Oregon State/Wisconsin football game, and they both seem to 
be doing just what every undergraduate college student should be doing: attending classes and 
studying, but also enjoying their friends, the experiences of college, and this special time of life. 
I hope you will get a chance to meet Ivan at some point because he epitomizes the character, the 
appreciativeness, and the potential that lives and breathes in each of the students we sponsor. 

 Emile Nsengiyumva, who wrote the personal letter report that I included in my last update, 
(you can find it on our website at http://www.KittelsonCharitableFoundation.org) continues to 
do really well in his IT/Computer Science studies at ULK University in Kigali. He has been 
getting very high grades in his classes, including an overall score of 69.3 percent in the semester 
he just completed (this is a very good score in Rwanda). He also continues to help with KCF; as 
an example, Emile and Ivan’s mom (Bella) are the ones who will be going to visit the interns to 
take their photos on Emmie’s behalf. And on September 24 he will begin his fourth and final 
year at ULK prior to graduation. Wow! As anyone with kids can testify, it’s hard to believe they 
can get so far in what seems like such a short amount of time. In any case, Emile’s continuing 
progress is another great sign of the successes that are just around the corner for him and for 
our program. 

As for KCF the organization, right now we’re busy preparing for the first “Gala Event”, which will be a  
live concert by the world-famous bluegrass Del McCoury Band. It will be held on Saturday, October 13th 
at the Strand Theatre in York, PA. If you happen to live in a place that’s even remotely close to 



Pennsylvania, then I hope you’ll come and join us there for this special event. It’s going to be an evening 
of great entertainment of course, but it’s also much more than that: every dollar we raise will go directly 
toward the educational costs of our sponsored students. So even if you can’t come to the Gala event, 
please consider helping our students by making a donation at https://secure.rwanda-rising.org/. When 
you do this, you will be transforming the lives of not only our students and their families, but also the 
untold number of people who our students will someday themselves be affecting. Thanks in advance! 

Looking ahead, I would like you to start thinking about coming with me to Rwanda in September 2013 
to personally meet the students and their families, to get acquainted with the beauty of Rwanda and to 
experience the friendliness of its people. We’re planning this to be about a 10-day trip and we still have 
some lattitude on actual timing, so let me know if you have particular timing constraints we should try 
to avoid. 

 

 


