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Ivan moving into his Dorm room 

Some of Anne’s students at Behinga Primary School, 

learning their English sounds. 

 

Hello! 

Summer was filled with a lot of great activities 

and accomplishments at KCF, and I hope the 

same was true for you. Since my last letter 

update, Ivan Mutabazi arrived in Portland (on 

July 27)  and is now solidly into his first 

semester at George Fox University in Newberg, 

OR. You may know that he is our second 

Rwandan Scholar to study in the USA and the 

first to do so as an undergraduate. He went 

through orientation during the week of August 

22nd and full-time classes began on August 29. 

The classes he is taking this semester, through 

GFU’s English Language Institute, include 

Intercultural Communication, Adjunct Listening, 

Adjunct Reading, Adjunct Writing, and Speech. Basically, the university and his advisor have 

set him up to use some of his electives early on to further develop his English language skills 

before he starts taking the required core classes in the Business Program. It seems like a very 

good idea to me and it’s something GFU does with almost all of their international students. 

I travelled to Rwanda during the first two weeks of September along with Anne and Terry 

McKee, who are two other KCF supporters. Together we met almost all of the students and 

their families, visited the schools, talked to the teachers/Academic Directors, and saw some of 

the remarkable geography and animals of Rwanda. Anne is a retired Elementary School 

teacher and, along with other administrators, teachers, and friends from the Tigard-Tualatin 

School District, she accumulated 

a lot of first-class teaching aids 

(including textbooks, readers, 

flash cards, and many other 

things) for helping Elementary 

School children learn to read, 

write, and speak English. United 

and Ethiopian Airlines were both 

kind enough to let us each bring 

some extra luggage with us, so in 

all we brought seven boxes 

(about 400 lbs) of material. We 

delivered everything to a rural 

Elementary School of about 



One of the Mountain Gorillas we saw during 
our trip to Rwanda 

1,300 students called Behinga Primary School. Anne spent a half day introducing the teachers 

to the material and telling them how to use it. Then she spent another half day co-instructing a 

first-grade class with Behinga teachers. What a great experience that was! The kids were 

remarkable in their attention and focus, and Anne’s professional abilities as a teacher were 

obvious and powerful in their effect. We’ve put together a 5-minute video of the experience as 

a way of thanking the Tigard-Tualatin School District for their contributions; if you’d like to 

see it, go to KCF’s Facebook page (the name is “Kittelson Charitable Foundation”) or just let 

me know about your interest and I’ll send it to you as a DVD. The Facebook Page also has an 

album of photos that were taken during our time in Rwanda, and you might find those to be 

pretty interesting too. Hopefully they will be interesting enough to encourage you to come 

along with us sometime in the future! 

Now that we’re into Fall, it’s time to start 

preparing for our annual online auction, 

which traditionally begins on the Friday 

after Thanksgiving and continues on for 

about 10 days beyond that. It was a lot of 

fun last year with over 100 participants, 

and I’m looking forward to surpassing 

that number this year. Please let me 

know if you have something you’d like 

to donate to the auction – write, email, 

or call me! As with just about 

everything else KCF does, 100% of all 

the funds raised through this effort will go directly to paying for the educational needs of 

students who wouldn’t be able to attend school otherwise. So mark your calendar! 

I can think of many good reasons to continue sending this letter to you by regular mail (it’s 

nice to have something tangible in your hands, it’s nice to have something that can be rea/d 

away from the computer, it’s nice to have something that can be passed on to others, etc.). But 

there are also good reasons why you might prefer to receive this letter by email instead. If 

that’s the case, just let me know and I’ll be happy to do it – just send me an email at 

wkittelson@kittelson.com  and let me know you would prefer to receive this letter 

electronically. And while you’re at it, let me know if there’s any particular student or topic you 

want to hear more about and I’ll try to build that into one of my next letters. Thanks again for 

your continuing support, and I hope all is well with you and your family! 

 

 


