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Hello! 

I hope all is well for you and your 

family. As for the KCF students, they all 

seem to be doing well too. The school 

year has just finished in Rwanda and so 

most of the students are in their year-

end holiday, which means they’re back 

home with their parents and families. 

As you can imagine, there’s a lot to 

keep track of with nearly 50 students 

attending a total of 16 different schools 

located throughout Rwanda. But 

thanks to regular conversations with 

Emmie Asaba, who coordinates and 

oversees all our student activities in Rwanda, as well as a few Facebook conversations with 

some of the students themselves, I think we’re able to keep up on the most significant events 

in the lives of our kids. Here are some highlights you will probably find interesting: 

 Emile Nsengiyumva (the first student we brought to visit the USA for three weeks back 

in December 2008) just finished his second year of college at ULK in Kigali, where he 

is majoring in Information Technology and Computer Science. For the second year in a 

row, he received marks of distinction! This is a sign of great performance on his part. 

He is really doing well and continues to stay in contact with us, when he can get access 

to the internet, by Facebook and email. 

 Frank Bayingana and James Bayingana (not related to each other) are both in Senior 4, 

which is the equivalent of being a sophomore in high school, and they have also been 

getting good marks. Even so, we were told by their school Director for Academics that 

they could really benefit from having textbooks of their own to read and study while 

they’re on their holidays. Thanks to the efforts of Emmie Asaba and some of his 

extended family members, we were able to find the recommended textbooks in 

neighboring Uganda. We bought them and Emmie delivered them to both boys just 

last week. They’ were happy to get them and I’m anxious to see if this will accelerate 

their already good performance in the next academic year. 

 Steven Afazari (also in Senior 4) continues to impress everyone with his hard work and 

dedication at school. He seems to have really blossomed since we brought him to visit 

Baltimore in 2009. When we met him at his school last September, we noticed his eyes 

were a little yellowish, which could be a sign of infection. Now that he’s on holiday 

Emmie is bringing him to Kigali so we can take him to a doctor to make sure he’s okay 

and get any treatment he might need. I’ll let you know how it turns out. 

Frank Bayingana (L) and James Bayingana (R) with 
their texbooks in Ngarama (November 2011) 



Following her performance, Leslie Lewis Sword 
(second from right) participated in a panel 
discussion that included Ephrem Rukundo (left) 

 Ivan Mutabazi is settling in well, both 

academically and socially, as a freshman 

at George Fox University in Newberg, 

OR. Our other “Rwanda Rising Scholar”, 

Ephrem Rukundo, is also doing great 

work in his second year of graduate 

school at UC Davis (in Agricultural 

Science). They were able to spend some 

time together when Ivan accompanied 

me to UC Davis to attend the Miracle in 

Rwanda performances on November 3-

4. The performances helped raise money 

for Ivan and Ephrem’s tuition costs, and 

what’s even better is that the play was an outstanding experience in its own right. The 

actress (Leslie Lewis Sword) is a very accomplished actress as well as being a wonderful 

person with a warm personality and real compassion for others. If you ever get a chance to 

see this play you should not hesitate: it’s a captivating story about forgiveness, focus, and 

personal strength that has as much relevance to everyday life here in America as anywhere 

else. 

Along with this letter, I’ve enclosed an announcement about our 3rd Annual online auction, 

which will officially begin on the Friday after Thanksgiving. It’s a significant fund-raising 

activity to support the education of our students, and it’s also just a lot of fun. Last year over 

100 people participated from around the country, and I expect there will be even more this 

year. A wide range of items and services have already been donated, and even if you don’t end 

up winning a bid you can still have a lot of fun participating in and/or reading the chatter that 

always accompanies the bidding process. So, on or before Friday November 25, be sure to go 

check things out at http://www.kittelson.com/CharitableFoundation/Auction.  As with just 

about everything else KCF does, 100% of all the funds raised through this effort will go directly 

to paying for the educational needs of students who wouldn’t be able to attend school 

otherwise. So mark your calendar! 

Every time is a good time to say ‘thank you’, but this is a particularly appropriate season of the 

year to once again express my heartfelt thanks to you for all that you’ve done to help these kids 

achieve their potential. I appreciate it, their families appreciate it, and they certainly 

appreciate it too. Thanks so much! Best wishes to you and your family for a happy 

Thanksgiving. 

 


