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Hello! 

I have a lot of news to share with you in this letter, so to keep it concise I will get right to it, in bullet 
format: 

 Ephrem Rukundo, one of our Rwanda-Rising 
Scholars, was recently honored as the first recipient 
of the UC Davis Graduate Award for Excellence. He 
will receive his Masters degree in the Summer of 
2012. Eprhem’s performance has earned him an 
invitation to enter the doctoral program at UC 
Davis in the Fall of 2012 with a focus on improving 
postharvest practices in developing countries. 

 Ivan Mutabazi, another of our Rwanda-Rising 
Scholars, was awarded the $7,000 Esther Kleges 
scholarship to continue his studies as a sophomore at George Fox University in Newberg, OR. 
This, combined with a $15,000 grant from the university, means he’s doing a lot to help pay his 
own way. Ivan also succeeded in getting his first-ever paying job, and will begin the next 
academic year working part-time in the George Fox library. This summer he’s taking an online 
class (“Introduction to Business”) , which he’s really excited about because it’s his first class in 
his intended major field  of global business. 

 Our students at Mpanda Vocational Institute visited Kigali in late May for the purpose of 
securing two-month internships that will begin in August. Several of them stayed with Emmie 
Asaba, who coordinates all our KCF activities in Rwanda. After completing their internship, 
these students will be among the first of our sponsored students to move from academia into 
productive real-world jobs. We intend to stay connected with them  throughout and will keep 
you updated on their progress. 

 KCF is excited to announce that the world-renowned Del McCoury Band will perform at the 
first annual Kittelson Charitable Foundation Gala, which will be held at the beautiful Strand 
Theatre in York, Pennsylvania on October 13. The Kittelson Charitable Foundation Gala is an 
evening of great musical entertainment held in a beautiful setting and for a very worthwhile 
cause. The Del McCoury Band is the most awarded bluegrass band of all time, including a 
Grammy Award for Best Bluegrass Album of the Year. Go to our website at 
http://www.KittelsonGala.org to find out more. I hope you’ll be able to join us for this great 
event! 

Beginning on the next page is a letter to you from Emile Nsengiyumva, in his own words (he wrote it all 
in English too!) and with his own photos.  Emile was the first student to visit the United States -- he 
visited Portland, OR in December 2008. Now he attends ULK University in Rwanda. Visit the Kittelson 
Charitable Foundation Facebook page to see more photos of Emile and also of Ephrem’s award 
ceremony. 
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Hi, 

This is Emile from Rwanda one of students that KCF support in Education. First for let me greeting you in Jesus name. 

It is a long time without seeing you after my visit in December 2008, I don’t forget that time because it was my first time to visit USA 
specially KCF sponsors which are support us in education, after my visit I continue my studies and now I am  in University. 

My classes and how I’m doing  

After finish secondary school in 2009,I got good grade then in 2010 I start to study in University(Kigali independent university) in 
Department of science and technology, faculty of computer science ,I study very well and at the end of year I got grade of distinction, 
In 2011,I start year two and also I got good grade of distinction, so now I am in year three where I am look how can I doing well to be 
graduate in next year by bachelor’s degree ,in briefly my studies are going well and thanks very much for your support. 

How my family is doing 

My family is doing well and we are start year in good health, so we thank God, this 
time we are in break of one week for Rwanda genocide memory, so my sister and 
brothers all of them are at home. 

Some time they are come back from school by tell us that they are ill but in this year all 
of them are in good health. 

So they are some little problem like sickness, and others problem but in general they 
are well. 

My parents also are very well and they greeting you and thank you for your support. 

KCF sponsors how their support of my education is helping me and others  

Thanks very much KCF sponsors for your support, as I told you theirs are some effects of the Rwanda 1994 genocide; Rwandan 1994 
genocide has done a lot of harms in Rwanda. Very many people were killed, very many things were destroyed, and very many people 
were displaced, very many children and women are still suffering the consequences of those horrible acts. 

Most of these children lost their parents, families and relatives in this genocide, now Rwanda is having a very big number of orphans 
that live in orphanages. 

Some other children are living alone and are responsible for their young sisters and brothers. 

A big number of our families are incapable of getting school fees for their children education. 

We had a lot of difficulties in our education, because school is expensive Rwanda according to our living standard. 

In my family we are 9 children so it was difficult to get school fees and others school materials but your support it is very important to 
me and others because those materials and school fees theirs comes from you, after finished high school I didn’t understand how I can 
continued to study in university but because your support the dream comes true, it is not me only and others students which are in this 
foundation they are happy and thank you very much for your support. 

I, family and students which are in this foundation we thank you very much for every things you do for us or your support because it 
will help us how we can help our country after finished our studies by helping people and others people from others country which 
have problems. 

Thanks very much to all KCF sponsors for your support, God bless you and your families and God bless your activity. 

 

Your child  

Nsengiyumva Emile.

Emile (on left) with his family 


