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Hello! 

I hope the New Year is starting off 

well for you and your family. I also 

hope you received a music CD from 

us late last month, thanks to the 

continuing generous support of 

Kittelson & Associates, Inc., who 

produced the “Musical Greetings”. If 

for some reason you didn’t receive a 

copy of the CD, let me know and I’ll 

send one. The kids were so excited to 

make it, and they just laugh in 

amazement when they think about 

how the songs they sing give them a 

way to voice their thoughts to the 

people who help sponsor them. Emmie, who was the impetus for establishing KCF and 

coordinates all our activities and oversight of the kids, arranged for them to go to a recording 

studio in Kigali. They didn’t bring much more than their voices, and so the recording studio 

did a great job of adding the background music that makes each song sound so professional. I 

hope you enjoy it as much as they enjoyed singing the songs. Three or four more songs are still 

being edited; when these are finished I will put a link to them on our Facebook page 

(“Kittelson Charitable Foundation”) so you can also hear and download them. You should go 

there even now, though, because I just 

posted a link to a short video clip I made 

when we visited their school last 

September; it shows them singing one of 

the songs you can hear on the CD. The 

front and back cover of the music CD are 

illustrated by watercolor paintings the 

kids drew in response to the question, 

“what comes to your mind when you think 

of music?” Take a close look at the 

illustration on the back cover and you will 

see some faint words that the 12-year-old  

boy who drew it (Santos Musinga) wrote 

to describe his painting. 

I have more good news for you from Ivan Mutabazi and Ephrem Rukundo, our two Rwandan 

Scholars who are currently studying in the USA. You might recall that Ivan was among the 

first class of high school students we sponsored when KCF was established in 2007. Last

Three members of the choir (Alice Irabaruta, Sylvie Habamana, 

and Darlene Karamutsa) created the art for the cover of the 

music CD – it was their first time using watercolors! 
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August he became our second Rwanda Scholar when he began his Freshman year at George Fox University in 

Newberg, OR. He completed his first semester at GFU in December with all A’s and one B. Wow! I don’t know if I 

could have done as well as he did, coming from one of the world’s poorest countries to the USA and being hit right 

from the beginning with a whole new culture, language, and educational system. Part of it is undoubtedly due to 

the tremendous job GFU does with all its students and the special attention they pay to their international 

students. But a lot of it also came from Ivan himself. As he told it to me, he found himself with a C- in one of his 

classes three weeks into the semester. He said, “My eyes got blurry when I heard this and I wondered if I could 

succeed. But I kept digging, I started studying at the library to make sure I didn’t get interrupted, and I went to see 

the professor every week.” As a result, this professor gave him an A and also recommended that he advance 

beyond the standard sequence to go right into his core curriculum this semester. I told Ivan I was really proud of 

what he had accomplished, and then became even prouder when he responded. He said two things: 1) He wants to 

show that Rwandans can succeed in US colleges so that other students can follow in his footsteps (a great example 

of caring about others); and 2) he thinks he will eventually want to get a Masters degree so he is determined to 

keep his grades as high as possible (a great example of being goal oriented). 

Ephrem has similar good news to share. You probably know that Ephrem is a graduate student at UC Davis, 

majoring in Agricultural Science. Like Ivan, Ephrem did very well last quarter, getting all A’s and B’s. Beyond that, 

he worked hard to get a grant and a research assistantship for this quarter. Together, these two achievements 

enable him to pay half of his tuition costs by himself. Ephrem is on track to complete his Masters degree by this 

spring. And when they finish their education, both Ephrem and Ivan are absolutely committed to returning to 

Rwanda so they can participate directly in the development and economic growth of their home country. 

I think you can see from these stories that Ivan and Ephrem appreciate the support they receive from us. They 

work very diligently to get the most out of this opportunity. They are not just relying on us, but doing whatever 

they can to help themselves. I don’t think we can ask for anything more. I also think this characteristic is a sure 

sign that they’re both on their way to ultimate success. Thank you so much for giving them this chance. 

Remember the photos of Frank and James that I included in my last letter? They were holding some school books 

we bought for them in Uganda so they could study and get ahead during their holiday period. Well, I kept 

checking in with them and found they were both reading and studying every day. They are back at school now. I 

haven’t been able to talk to James recently but Frank tells me everything is going very well. He’s in his Junior year 

in  high school, and he’s performing so well that Emmie and I are convinced he and his classmates would really 

benefit from having him visit the USA during one of his school breaks this year. We’re going to try to make it 

happen and so I’ll keep you posted. Let me know if you might be interested in hosting him during the two to three 

weeks he would be here. 

I’m running out of space, so let me end by asking if you are interested in visiting Rwanda with me later this year? 

It could be a great opportunity for you to meet the students and families I talk about so much, see their schools, 

talk with the teachers, see the country, and learn more about the remarkable transformation going on in the 

country and in its people. Let me know, and if I hear from a few people I will start arranging it. I’m thinking the 

best time would be sometime between August and October, so if you’re seriously interested also tell me what dates 

won’t work for you so I can try to avoid them. 

   


