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Hello! 

All is going well with KCF. The students in Rwanda are nearing the end of their first semester 

and all seem to be getting along fine. The same is true with our Rwanda Rising Scholars (Ivan 

Mutabazi and Ephrem Rukundo) here in the United States – both are doing very well. In fact, 

Ephrem just learned that he has been selected as  the first recipient of a new annual award at 

UC Davis, called the “Judy Erwin Gradate Award for Excellence”. The actual award 

presentation will occur in  mid-May, and I hope to be able to bring you some photos of the 

event when it occurs. Congratulations to Ephrem on a job he continues to do so well! 

Two of our students in Rwanda have also reached a major milestone, both for themselves and 

also for KCF. Emmie Asaba, who coordinates our activities and monitors the students’ 

progress, told me this week that Benon Karuhanga and Samuel Murenzi have both moved on 

from their vocational school to internships. They are working as apprentices to an auto 

mechanic in a garage in Kigali. These are unpaid internships so we still need to support them 

for awhile, but after 6 months they should be in a position to begin working on their own. This 

is a great indicator of success for both of them and for KCF too. I’ll keep you posted as I learn 

more and of course we’ll continue to stay connected with them and their families even after 

they’ve settled in to this next important stage of their lives. 

I want to share some more good news with you from Rwanda, this time about Emmie and his 

professional career outside of KCF. As  you probably know, Emmie became the basis for KCF 

when, in the summer of 2007, he worked for Kittelson & Associates, Inc. as a transportation 

engineering intern while going to graduate school at Cornell. Now that he is back in Rwanda, 

he is playing an important national role in building Rwanda’s transportation infrastructure 

even while volunteering whatever time is needed to coordinate KCF’s work with our kids. It 

has just been announced that he has been promoted to Head of the Transportation 

Department within the Rwanda Utilities Regulatory Agency (RURA). This is a Presidential 

appointment, and we are so proud and impressed by what he continues to accomplish in his 

own profession as well as with the KCF kids. His commitment to the profession and to the kids 

is truly an inspiration to me and I hope to everyone else too. 

I think that, every so often, you might like to hear directly from the students about their 

experiences, and in their own words. So, as opportunities present themselves, I will ask 

various students to write letters along these lines. And to start things off, on the next page is a 

letter to you from Ivan Mutabazi, in his own words and with his own photos. As you read it, 

keep in mind that he’s only been in the United States since last August – I’m really impressed 

with how his English writing skills have improved in such a short time, and I think you will be 

too! 

 



 

  

Hello! 

I hope you and your families are enjoying snow, rain and sunshine in this spring. For me I am enjoying college so far, and I can’t believe that I 

am near the end of my academic year of freshmen! I have a lot of excitement and pleasure about what I’ve accomplished and the help you’ve 

provided me in this whole year. I am happy to share good news of my whole year at George Fox University, Newberg OR. 

My first semester in Fall last year was different than this Spring semester, but things are getting more fun and it makes me happier and gets me 

curious of what classes will be in the next Fall 2012.  Since I started 

school in Fall 2011 my classes were mostly based on helping me to 

improve my English skills in writing, speaking, listening and reading. I 

was mostly with other international students. I really like those classes 

because they helped me to learn more about the cultures and the 

varieties of people at school that don’t have the same background and 

culture. I learned also intercultural communication in order to help me 

understand the differentiations of cultures and avoiding biases and 

stereotype. Through that semester, I’ve done other things outside of 

school to represent the culture for example; the culture week was an 

exhibit of students’ culture and gave us the chance to answer questions 

of students and staff members that visited booths. It was fun to have a 

booth and see people coming with curiosity to know about Rwandan 

culture. George Fox has a study abroad program in Rwanda, thus it 

makes me more of an asset to students who want to study in Rwanda. 

They come along with questions and use my experience to understand some African issues for examples Invisible children and Joseph Kony. 

They also use my knowledge and experiences in culture differentiations in their essays, projects, and research papers. 

The second semester (Spring) was much different than the first one, and it was fun and full of new experiences. My classes were all general 

education classes, they help students to graduate, and I was along with American students more than international students in this semester. 

This changed my perspective so much because I started to involve completely in real American culture and acclimated to different situations in 

life.  

I also have some plans for this coming summer as well as next year once it begins. I’ve been planning to find a job on campus (my immigration 

status doesn’t allow me to work off campus) in order to get work experiences during summer. I’ve also enrolled in classes for my whole 

sophomore year. I am planning to graduate in Global Business, so most of my classes are prerequisite for other Business classes and some other 

classes are for Business itself. I also have a minor! I decided to add a minor because as you know it takes much effort but it is important to have 

a minor because it would worth getting two degrees in the same length of time as it takes to pursue one degree. My minor is Computer 

Sciences, and I added this minor after observing many problems that people in Business field encounter in using technology. So I decided to 

have a minor in Computer because it is a new thing that has been introduced in Rwanda few years ago, so I wished to have knowledge in 

computer as part to strengthen my ability to having an impact on the change of development of my country when I move back home. 

It is my pleasure to tell you a summary of my life since I got here last July, and I’ve had many experiences through school and outside of class. 

I also hope to get many experiences year by year and I hope to have a great impact for my country, my family and myself as well. I want to 

give chances to other kids in Rwanda by helping them whatever way I can. I want to appreciate your generosity and kindness of supporting me 

and other kids in Rwanda. We really appreciate what you’ve helped us to accomplish. We hope you will keep helping us to help ourselves and 

achieve great things in our lives.  

I am ending this letter by wishing you great time with your families in this spring, and keep having fun the rest of the year.

Culture week: right to left: Ivan Mutabazi(Me), Eli, Chris, 
Jacob, Josh, Andrew. They stopped by my booth to visit and 
ask questions. 


